
FOOD 
SYSTEMSOPEN DATA

FOR 
DEVELOPMENT

Devise a plan that 
leverages publicly 
available datasets 
to innovate 
solutions and 
address important 
development 
challenges.

FOOD 
SYSTEM
INNOVATIONS

Encourage the 
development of 
innovative 
solutions that 
address 
challenges and 
lead to 
improvements in 
global food 
systems.

CONFLICT
AND
DEVELOPMENT

Develop a proposal 
that will prevent, 
mitigate, or help 
resolve conflict in 
any fragile or 
conflict-affected 
area. 

CREATIVE 
EXPRESSION 
FOR SOCIAL 
JUSTICE

Create an 
innovative arts 
project that 
meaningfully 
engages with 
issues of advocacy, 
justice, and 
community-
building.  

CLEAN & 
SUSTAINABLE 
ENERGY 
ALTERNATIVES

Encourage the 
adoption of clean 
energy 
alternatives that 
are sustainable 
and have the 
potential for broad 
impact.  

SCALING UP 
BIG IDEAS

For previous Big 
Ideas award 
winners who have 
advanced their 
projects, and are 
looking to take 
their projects to 
the next level.

IMPROVING
STUDENT
LIFE

Describe a new 
initiative that 
improves the UC 
Berkeley student 
experience, or 
that encourages 
students to engage 
and improve 
the surrounding 
community.

GLOBAL 
HEALTH

Develop an 
action-oriented, 
interdisciplinary 
project that would 
help alleviate 
a global health 
concern among 
low-resource 
communities.  

MOBILES
FOR
READING

Develop novel 
mobile 
technology-based 
innovations to 
enhance reading 
scores for early 
grade children in 
developing 
countries. 

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY 
FOR 
SOCIETY

Describe an 
innovation project 
that would 
demonstrate the 
capacity of IT to 
help address a 
major societal 
challenge. 

BIGIDEAS.BERKELEY.EDU
for more information, visitPRE-PROPOSALS DUE

NOVEMBER 13TH AT 12PM PST
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GLOBAL
HEALTH

Develop an 
action-oriented, 
interdisciplinary 
project that would 
help alleviate 
a global health 
concern among 
low-resource 
communities.

FINANCIAL
INCLUSION

Propose innovations 
that either address 
unmet needs of 
the financially 
underserved, or 
help extend existing 
services to low-
income populations.

2015-16 CONTEST

College of William & Mary
Duke University

MIT
Michigan State University

Texas A&M
UC Berkeley

Makerere University

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 

BIGIDEAS.BERKELEY.EDUThe Rudd Family 
Foundation

Big Ideas is an innovation contest that provides funding, support, and encouragement to interdisciplinary teams of 
students who have ‘Big Ideas’ to address pressing social challenges. Pre-proposals due November 12th, 2015.

These 5 categories are 
open to all students at 
campuses across the 

Higher Education Solutions 
Network (HESN), 

including:
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MOBILES FOR 
READING

Develop novel 
mobile technology-
based innovations 
to enhance reading 
scores for children 
in developing 
countries.


